
Dundee City: Scottish National Chess League – Report Rounds 1 and 2, Saturday October 30th 2016 
 

The three Dundee City teams had an excellent first day at the SNCL in Dunfermline. The A team 
embarked again for that elusive quest of a Championship title. The B team was looking to put in a 
strong performance in Division 2 while the C team is hoping to challenge this year for promotion to 
Division 3. 
Things start very well for the A team in the morning when they beat Edinburgh West 4-1 with wins 
for Andrew [over Craig Pritchett], Sergey [over Alan Bell], Stephen [over Duncan Walker] and 
Declan [over Martin Robinson]. In particular, Sergey played a very fine R and P ending to 
overcome his opponent. In the afternoon, an equally tough challenge came with Wandering 
Dragons led by FM Alan Tate and IM Mark Orr on Board 3. The team won again by 3-2 with fine 
wins from Andrew and Stephen Hogg [over Richard Kynoch] plus draws from David and Sergey. 
All in all, a tremendous performance leaving the team well-placed as they move into Rounds 3 and 
4 on November 27th. 
For the B team, they faced the strongest team in Division 2 on paper in the form of Stepps 
Warriors led by IM Douglas Bryson. But it turned out well for Dundee City due not only to good 
play but also to good luck when Alex Gillies failed to show for his match against Alastair Dawson. 
Although outgunned on Boards 1 and 2, a nice finish by Darius Kosznik and a battling draw from 
Sam Gregory, gave the Dundee City team 2.5 points and a draw – a fine result. In the afternoon, 
the B team faced CSBOS1 a team not as strong as Stepps but still very tough opponents. Things 
went well, however, with wins from Alastair, Sam and Darius plus a draw from Gary giving us a 
3.5-1.5 victory. 
The C team had a great day picking up 8 points out of a possible 10. In the morning they beat 
CSBOS2 by 3.5 -1.5 with wins from Ben Volland, Euan Dawson and Subhayu Banerjee and a 
draw on Board 1 from Keith Rose. In the afternoon, they continued their good form by beating East 
Kilbride B by 4.5-0.5. This time there were wins from Keith Rose, Ben Volland, Euan Dawson and 
Agnijo Banerjee. So after two rounds in a Division with 14 teams, Dundee City C team sit proudly 
in 2nd place, half a game point behind Paisley. In Division 2, Dundee City B team also sit in 2nd 
place one match point behind Dumfries and District A. In the all-important Division 1, Dundee City 
A team share first place with Edinburgh 1. 
So a great day’s chess for Dundee City in the sparkling new venue of the Carnegie Conference 
Centre. Fingers crossed for Rounds 3 and 4 on November 27th! 
Alastair Dawson 
 


